Fallopian tube cancer: the role of radiation therapy.
Thirty-four patients with fallopian tube cancer were evaluated at the Mayo Clinic between 1964 and 1985 and received radiation therapy postoperatively. Employing a system analogous to FIGO ovarian cancer staging, there were 9 patients with stage I disease, 13 with stage II, and 12 with stage III/IV. Residual disease was present in 15 patients and absent in 19. Nodal metastases were documented in 12 patients or 35% (10 at presentation, two at relapse), with para-aortic nodes most commonly involved (67%) and 7 of the 12 having disease otherwise limited to the pelvis at presentation. Fifteen of 34 (44%) patients survived disease-free until intercurrent death or to a median follow-up of 70 months. Seven patients were treated with palliative intent for massive disease, and 27 patients were treated with curative intent (21 radiation alone, six radiation plus chemotherapy). Of those treated with curative intent, 15 patients received pelvic irradiation (with or without para-aortic nodal irradiation), 10 received whole abdominal irradiation, and 2 received intraperitoneal radiophosphorus. In the potentially curative group, seven of nine (78%) patients with stage I disease, five of 12 (42%) with stage II, and 2 of 6 (33%) with stage III have remained disease-free. Among the 21 patients with stage I or II disease, only four of the 11 (36%) patients who received pelvic irradiation alone were disease-free, but four patients had an isolated upper abdominal failure. In contrast, eight of 10 (80%) patients receiving treatment to the entire abdomen (including two patients who received 32P) were disease-free.(ABSTRACT TRUNCATED AT 250 WORDS)